Y=Y o oo o) oskas oF 0580 AFed oy (55l peil 9 (5 )lomo b 5 (g Wlaillao ol almo

g Olallls sole alxe

T . . —
ouil (g3lw e 9 (5 Lo o 50 =~ =z

www.journalhi.com/arc/

o1 owlisailas bl g ol o yooton b yo chblio Ji 9l
(0w )l (wlas (39 ys odd 16 590 axdllno)

EA ‘sjl{b@ ,_5».\0,0

mahdighadyani@gmail.com : Jue! .ol pl «o)l 5 ool ol5T oKkl « i diandd (6 55 )
Jots odin g

oS>

"

G s iom i Judow g 65T 95 el qwlidailad a ke bl 5 ol o haecen Glaiw o Gl J;JL .)..\;l)s oy San b iagh ol Gas
9 seloi-hnogi bl Ghghy by, Zusl 0ol plodl et LS ulie 4l (VYAY) (50l b o aVaisr Sleo (6,5 IS0 (o slazzl 5 (Sin )b
gl 5l lacols 5 a3 3 plowil 1 ol (e (Arwge 5 S PLS) )laid 5 (O30 oz able sla STy s)lus sledlss Jlog &b
B Il 35 el ot GlBTislS 5 35 e 5 (e gy B L saun )5 45 a0 _so Lt Lol wilod (6 510,5 yrine IS o (gonds)]
9 g Ll b olesl o3t ( Sim b (6lo ks iy S 0 Dige0 aVatzr Sle adg 58 S jlie g culyy Jlb silesl 4 1) cblke 45 WS e
5 Colow 1) b pnd rwge g oz DY dlax Slgluid 5 e Be, &5 J 0 wies e JSG ) esiie Glajiilss «gallai G s
kb 45 el ol b BLSI 5o Giaghy onl S Azt S o b Jld 950l eatilss 4 rie SLaled 1) bl GLsle (nl a8 (o0 sanosz )l
a5 (oo lies gla bl 5 (e wilie wad loe (Saslls ol Gyb 5l aS 0 oo e 55T clisailas pile S alieay Gyt

2o g0 il Gl ety Sladms o Sop 18 el sl )l 9z,lz 5 00 3l

ol ailas ot LS cop w0l oy (loiens ¢ ool c5T 1 gualS Slads

Audience Interpretation in Iranian Postmodern Cinema Based on
Eco’s Semiotics: A Case Study of Abbas Kiarostami’s Shirin

Mehdi Ghadiani 1*

1- PhD in Art Philosophy, Department of Philosophy, North Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: mahdighadyani@gmail.com

* Corresponding Author

Abstract

Objective This study investigates the process of audience interpretation within Iranian postmodern cinema through Umberto
Eco’s semiotic framework, analyzing the role of cultural and social pre-interpretations in shaping multilayered meanings in
Abbas Kiarostami’s Shirin (2008). Methodology The research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, examining visual
signs, such as emotional facial expressions of actresses, and auditory signs, including dialogues and the evocative soundtrack,
in Shirin. Data were systematically collected from credible archival and library sources to ensure a thorough analysis of the
film’s semiotic structure. Findings The findings demonstrate that Kiarostami’s strategic omission of the visual narrative,
coupled with a focus on close-ups of women’s faces, creates a semiotic void that actively engages the audience in
reconstructing the narrative and generating multilayered meanings. Cultural pre-interpretations, particularly knowledge of
Nezami’s Khosrow and Shirin, facilitate diverse and nuanced readings, while visual and auditory codes, such as expressive
facial reactions and atmospheric music, guide and frame these interpretations, transforming passive spectators into active
model readers who co-create the film’s meaning. Conclusion Shirin functions as an Ecoian semiotic machine, fostering a
profoundly cultural and personal experience through the dynamic interplay of authorial intent, textual structure, and
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audience engagement, offering a robust theoretical framework for analyzing the influence of cultural contexts in Iranian
postmodern cinema.

Keywords: Eco, Interpretation, Iranian Postmodern Cinema, Kiarostami, Semiotics, Shirin
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