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Abstract

Afghanistan, as one of the oldest centers of civilization in the world, possesses a rich cultural heritage and diverse historical
monuments, each of which represents an important aspect of the historical and cultural identity of the country. This study
examines cultural heritage and its role in the economic growth and development of Afghanistan, with the aim of assessing its
economic value and potential capacities for national development. Cultural heritage and historical monuments can contribute
to economic development through the expansion of tourism, attraction of investment, creation of employment opportunities,
and strengthening of the national economy. The introduction and preservation of monuments such as the Minaret of Jam,
Minar-e-Jam, Ai-Khanoum, Takht-e Rostam, the ancient site of Shamargq, the Nine-Domed Mosque, the Citadel of Herat, and
other ancient cities can help establish Afghanistan as an important cultural destination at the regional and international
levels. Furthermore, the promotion and revitalization of these sites can contribute to increased national revenues and the
expansion of economic activities associated with handicrafts, tourism services, and cultural trade. On the other hand, the
preservation and management of this heritage are of particular importance and require careful and effective planning as well
as cooperation among national and international institutions. The main objectives of this study are to explain the economic
role of cultural heritage, examine the impact of historical monuments on sustainable development, and analyze the existing
opportunities and challenges in this field. To achieve the research objectives, content analysis was employed, together with
library-based sources and note-taking techniques. The findings indicate that cultural heritage and historical monuments not
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only represent the historical grandeur of Afghanistan but can also serve as an important economic resource for promoting
sustainable development, economic growth, and improved living conditions for the population.

Keywords: Historical Monuments, Economic Development, National Revenues, Cultural Heritage, Cultural Tourism,
Sustainable Development
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